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PREFACE

This book is the second part of my History of Arabic
Literature which appeared in 1972 after staying for over four
years in the press. The main cause of the inordinate delay
was the presence of a good deal of Arabic script in the book
and a profusion of footnotes, to be composed in Roman as
Much time was lost as compositors, conversant
At long last, when composing
proof after

well as italics.
with Arabic, were not available.
began, it was very faulty, with the result that
ad to be asked for, causing further spells of delay. The
been written with an eye on the obstacles
encountered. Arabic script has been entirely eliminated and
where indispensable, it has been written in the Roman script.
Footnotes have been curtailed to the Dbarest minimum and
instead, bibliographies of chapters and sections given. Trans-
literation is, by and large, on the lines followed by the Indian
Institute of Isiamic studies, New Delhi. To avoid prefixes and
wovelpoints, Anglicised forms of some place names, such as

Mecca, Medina and Iraq, have been used.

proof h
present volume has

Poetry does not occupy much space in the book, as it
clings to the traditional grooves and evolves no new patterns
in the Umayyad period. Only those poetic forms which were
popular or prominent have been considered, such as the ode,
satire and the ghazal. Biographical detail of the poets’ lives
has been avoided and only those aspects of their lives have
been briefly noticed which had something to do with their

poetic career and intellectual evolution.

Four forms of the Umayyad literature, namely, the hadith,
the figh, the tafsir and the (a’rikh, which comprise its most
important components, have been dealt with at length, since



(ii)

they play the most vital role in moulding the pattern of Muslim
thought and in determining the social, moral and
behaviour of the Muslims in the Umayyad and succeeding
periods, and also because they have been neglected or
perfunctorily treated in Arabic literary histories.

intellectual

I warmly thank Hakim “Abd al-Hamid Sahib, President
of the Institute of Islamic Studies, New Delhi, for endorsing
the publication of this volume and also Mr. S. A. °Alj, Secretary

of the Institute, for going through the MS., and helping in its
publication. '

University of Delhi, K. A. Fariq
May, 1977
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